GERMANY'S EASTERN POLICY               ig
the Ukraine fell far short of the promised million
tons, and of these the greater part went to Austria-
Hungary. The same was true of the expected oil
and grain to be procured from Rumania. Attempts
to obtain foodstuffs by force and against the will of
the population failed utterly. Brest-Litovsk proved
a will-o'-the-wisp, luring the Supreme Command
ever farther and farther in pursuit. And the
Supreme Command was an all-too-willing follower.
The paranoia of Ludendorff had now become
Napoleonic. The First Quartermaster-General
saw himself, bathed in the sunlight of victor}7,
creating and distributing kingdoms as had the
Emperor of the French after the Peace of Tilsit.
He kept a garrison in the Baltic States, where
grand-ducal governments were in process of
creation; an army of occupation was maintained
in Rumania; an expeditionary force was dispatched
to Finland to crush a Bolshevik rising; another
expedition penetrated to Baku; a third occupied
the Crimean ports, and the German colonies in the
Crimea were urged to appeal to the Kaiser for
annexation. LudendorffJs conception ofDeutscktum
('Germandom') had become all-embracing. 'Ger-
man prestige demands that we should hold a strong
protective hand, not only over German citizens, but
over all Germans/ he was writing at that moment
(June 1918) to the Imperial Chancellor. In addition,
the problems of the Polish Regency demanded
constant care and supervision, and in the Ukraine
the maintenance of a succession of unpopular
regimes proved more of a liability than an asset.